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Luis Antonio Calvo Castaño
Ambassador of Spain 
in the Philippines

This year, Spain and the Philippines celebrate 70 years of diplomatic relations, although 
our shared history goes beyond those seven decades.  With this milestone as a backdrop, 
I am pleased to present the sponsorship brochure SAMA-SAMA SA KULTURA 2017, the 
Spanish cultural agenda in the Philippines which, due to the eclectic activities it includes, 
will undoubtedly drum up interest among companies wishing to take part in promoting the 
common culture of our two nations.

With this brochure, the Embassy of Spain and the Instituto Cervantes have designed a 
structured form to collaborate in the cultural activities programmed for the entire year.  
I would like to encourage all those companies with interests in the Philippines to take 
advantage of the opportunity to sponsor the promotion of one of Spain´s bellwethers: its 
culture.

As you will discover in this brochure, 2017 delivers an engaging list of projects conceived, 
without doubt, to stand out and have a great impact.   It consists of a wide range of activities 
in all disciplines, ensuring excellence and diversity.  April and October will be the pivot 
months of these activities with due attention paid to commemoration.  Backing on the 
previous year´s success, we will keep on broadcasting Spanish culture through Philippine 
media programs; put up exhibits with major partners such as the Prado Museum; invite 
leading figures in Spanish performing arts to grace the Philippine stage; organize the 16th 
edition of the best Spanish film festival in Asia, Pelíkula; and celebrate the love for literature 
during Día del Libro. 

In short, let me offer you three options that will give you the possibility of being a sponsor of 
our cultural program: platinum sponsorship for the entire 2017 calendar as well as gold or 
silver patronage should you prefer to promote specific activities.

I am confident that SAMA-SAMA SA KULTURA 2017 will entice you and so let me urge you 
to join us in this year´s venturesome cultural journey and commit yourself to one of our best 
assets: culture, an area in which Spain and the Philippines share tradition, modernity and 
great potential in the future development of our cultural endeavors.

Thank you. Respectfully yours,
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THE GLOBE-TROTTING 
CULTURE
Spain´s cultural undertakings abroad

Culture is the bedrock of Spanish presence in the world, a unique feature that 
only Spain could boast of.  With the third largest number of assets declared 
as World Heritage Sites by UNESCO, Spain’s rich heritage combined with 
a multicultural society presents an innovative and diverse image to the 
international community.

Spain’s undeniable presence and influence in the global stage today is illustrated 
by the more than 550 million people around the world who speak Spanish, 
making it the second language used for international communication.

Culture is the brand name of Spain. Responsible for projecting its image abroad 
is a network of institutions and agencies that include the Instituto Cervantes, 
which is found in Manila and in 76 other cities in 44 countries, aside from 18 
cultural centers in Latin America and Africa under the patronage of the Spanish 
Cooperation as well as over 100 Embassies acting as cultural agents along with 
the state corporation Acción Cultural Española (AC/E) and agencies of the 
Ministry of Culture.  These entities are joined by a large number of Spanish 
artists and other creative talents who eagerly represent what Spain can offer 
culturally.

Some 10,000 activities are annually organized by the embassies and cultural 
centers of Spain on the five continents, featuring not only Spanish and Latin 
American talents but also other nationalities in the true spirit of cultural 
cooperation.  This year, the promotion of Spanish culture in the member-
countries of ASEAN is expected to receive even a stronger boost as the 
Philippines takes over the chairmanship of this regional organization.   Our 
planned projects for this year involve artists, creative producers and trailblazers 
in the fields of literature, education, science, history, architecture, music, 
performing and visual arts.

Be part of this circle to espouse Spanish culture and arts in the Philippines!
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70 YEARS BUILDING ON  
A COMMON HERITAGE
Two nations joined at the hip

This year marks a milestone for Spain and the Philippines as we celebrate 70 years of diplomatic 
relations, relations, as we all know, that actually spanned more than three hundred years 
propelled by the arrival of Spaniards in this country. This long history has made these two nations 
be joined at the hip, so to speak, as they share a common heritage that can be found practically 
in all aspects: the arts, architecture, language, gastronomy and literature.  Being a product of the 
fusion of distinctive and plural identities, both Spanish and Filipino cultures are open to diversity 
and thus integration and inter-culturalism are their legacy.

The commemoration of the 70 years of diplomatic relations between the two countries is a 
landmark that needs to strengthen ties of friendship without neglecting the strong bonds that 
stretch back more than three centuries.  Our cultural agenda SAMA-SAMA SA KULTURA 2017, 
exemplifies our aim to live in the present without putting aside our shared heritage.  

Once again this year, there will be film festivals which, aside from our mainstays Pelíkula 
and CineEuropa, we have expanded to include screenings by the Spanish Film Club at local 
universities as well as Animahenasyon, the biggest animation event in the Philippines.  Art will 
be taken to the streets of Manila where high-resolution copies of some of the masterpieces from 
The Prado Museum will be displayed.  Our projects this year will also be devoted to contemporary 
urban concerns such as traffic, city development and recycling, among others.  Literature plays an 
important role in our cultural program that is why we celebrate it through Día del Libro and a new 
edition of the Spanish-Philippine cultural magazine Perro Berde, while an invited writer from 
Spain will meet with local bibliophiles. We will also offer a creative writing workshop, aside from 
unconventional exhibits aimed at building networks among  Filipino, Spanish and international 
artists and collectives along with artistic institutions, agents and organizations. Of course, the 
performing arts are not to be left out so the public can expect flamenco and a series of concerts.

Our cultural agenda for this year showcases the coming together of two nations whose relations 
have endured time and strengthened by a common heritage, reminding us that “culture consists 
of connections, not of separations: to specialize is to isolate”. (Carlos Fuentes, Myself with Others) 

Let´s get the show on the road!

Launching of Perro Berde VI.  
Photo by: AGC Photography
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WE’LL ALWAYS HAVE 
MADRID
Movies made in Spain

Cinema and audio-visual arts have always been a ticket 
to attract the Filipino audience. We shall bring again this 
year the very best of our celluloid!!!

Some of the projects in the making:

 » 16th Edition of Pelikula, the most important Spanish 
Film Festival in Asia. Pelíkula has become a rendezvous 
not to be missed by film buffs in the Philippines.  
The latest in Spanish and Latin American cinema is 
screened in several movie theaters in Manila.   The 
collaboration of the Film Development Council of the 
Philippines (FDCP) makes possible the screening of 
this year´s participating films in three other selected 
cities around the Philippines.

 » 5  film series in partnership with the FDCP: Spanish 
films of all genres to suit all tastes and divided into 
thematic series. An annual review of the classics and 
the latest in Spanish cinema screened at the superb 
auditorium of the FDCP.

 » Spanish Film Club at Philippine universities. Films to 
ponder on at the heart of the academe.  Universities 
wishing to do so may organize Spanish film series.

 » CineEuropa 2017: Spain participates in the 20th edition 
of  CineEuropa, the prestigious film festival organized 
by the European Union Delegation in the Philippines 
with screenings in different cities around the country. 
Enjoy the most acclaimed cinema from the member 
states of the EU.

 » Animahenasyon 2017. Spain shall continue supporting 
audiovisual collaboration with the Philippines in the 
field of animation.  Talent and professionalism at the 
service of creativity.

1
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A MIRROR OF MANKIND 
Inspiring exhibits

Once again, we are pleased to share in Manila travelling 
exhibitions from Spain that showcase Spanish visual 
arts under the curatorship of our most distinguished 
institutions and professionals.

The visual arts are complemented by various artist-in-
residence programs with the most prestigious Spanish 
references in the sector.
 
Some of the projects in the making:

 » Open-air exhibit: El Prado en Filipinas. More than 50 
life-size reproductions of masterpieces from The Prado 
Museum, one of the most important art galleries in the 
world, may be enjoyed by the public at large in three 
cities in the country. The exhibit will be accompanied 
by cultural and educational activities. 

 » Flavors that Sail across the Seas. The iconic exhibit on 
gastronomic exchange through the course of history 
between the Philippines and Spain by way of the 
Americas will travel around the Philippines, illustrating 
the rich legacy of documentary heritage.

 » Upfront: Photojournalism. A world generation.  
Spanish photojournalists in conflict zones make up one 
of the most powerful and internationally recognized 
professions half way between journalism and the 
arts.  All the harshness of our world filtered by the 
photographer on the front line.

 » EFE News Agency photo exhibit. A second look at 
the recent history of the diplomatic relations between 
Spain and the Philippines on the occasion of their 70th 
anniversary.

2

El archiduque Leopoldo Guillermo en su galería 
de pinturas en Bruselas (David Teniers II)

By Wikimedia Commons
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BOOKS & MAGS
Literature and the humanities

Let´s celebrate our love of literature and critical thinking, sharing 
knowledge with great authors and intellectuals.   Travelling 
through forgotten memories and encounters between Spain 
and the Philippines mirrored in the pages of the best books and 
magazines.

Some of the projects in the making:

 » Día del Libro 2017. World Book Day lives on at the Instituto 
Cervantes de Manila! On April 23, come to the Ayala Triangle 
Gardens in Makati and join us in the mad rush to the opening 
of the gates of this year´s celebration of books and the joy of 
reading. Thousands of books, both in Spanish and English, 
ranging from the classics to children´s literature, dictionaries 
and many more await the bibliophiles.

 » Perro Berde VII, the only Philippine-Spanish cultural magazine 
in the country. The magazine saw the light of day in 2009 and is 
heir to a long tradition of Filipino publications in Spanish since 
1806.  It brings together different articles and contributions 
on cultural issues such as literature, photography, cinema, 
poetry, art, heritage, aside from including an academic 
section.  Conceived to provide a space for cultural dialogue, it is 
currently the only publication of its kind and its popularity has 
been growing steadily over the past few years.  

 » Cuadernos Hispanoamericanos, a special issue on 
contemporary Philippine literature. The magazine was founded 
in February 1948 with its readership aimed at the Spanish-
speaking community, not only where Spanish is the principal 
language but also where there are centers for Hispanic Studies.  
Although centered on the Spanish language and with special 
interest in Latin American issues, its theme lies within a 
universal context.

 » Literature and Comic Encounters. The best of contemporary 
Spanish writers will travel to the Philippines to share their 
thoughts with the public and present their latest works.

3
Mario Vargas Llosa visit 2016 

Photo by: Don Tanpan
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RAISE THE CURTAIN
Music and the performing arts

Spanish music, theatre and dance are probably the flagship 
of our cultural activities. From flamenco to liturgical music 
to contemporary theatre scene, Spain is known for the 
quality and diversity of the spectrum of its performing arts. 

Some of the projects in the making:

 » Flamenco Show. Flamenco, declared intangible cultural 
heritage by UNESCO, once again comes to Manila to 
thrill us in late June.  A representative of the best of 
Spanish performing arts in the Philippines

 » Classical music and zarzuela with the Philharmonic 
Orchestra of the Philippines. A repertoire to share again 
the common legacy of the best Spanish classical music.  
October.

 » A production inspired by the works of Miguel de Cervantes 
in collaboration with one of the most prominent local 
theater companies. Cervantes revisited.

 » Spanish Overtones, radio program. Featuring once 
again a kaleidoscopic repertoire that includes Spanish 
early music, Baroque melodies and cantatas, music for 
the stage, zarzuela, pieces for the Spanish guitar,  organ 
and romantic piano, Renaissance song books, chamber 
music, 19th century songs and symphonies, 20th century 
sonatas as well as film and contemporary music.

4

UHF + Rosario Toledo in concert 
Photo by: AGC Photography
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SPARKING INDIE SCORES 
Posporo(s)

Posporo(s) is a musical project under the 
framework of cultural cooperation between Spain 
and the Philippines. The key players of Posporo(s) 
are the independent music scene of both countries, 
represented by four Spanish bands and the same 
number of Philippine bands, with different styles 
and artistic approaches but are all an indication 
of what is happening in the contemporary music 
scene in Spain and the Philippines despite a 
12,000 km-distance separating the two countries. 
The main objective is to facilitate the exchange and 
meeting between Spanish and Filipino musicians 
on stage and promote alternative Spanish music 
and introduce some of the most intriguing 
Philippine bands to Spanish media and audience.

In 2017, Posporo(s) plans to increase in size and 
offer six concerts throughout the year, presenting 
the best of jazz, folk, rock and electronic music 
from Spain and the Philippines at the best Metro-
Manila venues.

5

Delorean + Tarsius in Posporo(s) 
Photo by: Shutterpanda
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WEAVING NETWORKS
Residencies, research and exchange

Joint creation and reflection on city, design and arts.  An 
opportunity for artists and creators to exchange knowledge 
and build new relationships between Spain and the 
Philippines.

Some of the projects in the making:

 » Our Traffic Way of Life, a human-centered research 
innovation project on Metro Manila, branded to have 
the world’s worst traffic condition. The research seeks 
to deeply understand the way of life, values, aspirations 
and interests of urban denizens in their everyday reality 
in order to build more desirable future scenarios.

 » Rolling Manila: the street food trolleys in Intramuros 
area define an urban landscape with great impact on 
Manila´s public space. The project aims to identify and 
render visible these objects as well as design strategies 
to raise their value as tangible heritage.

 » Durar Manila is an international research and 
educational program that aims to foster innovation 
and creativity in cultural heritage, responding to local 
needs and realities, guiding the process of knowledge 
exchange, skills development and industry advocacy.

 » Trasatlántica: a forum promoting the meeting of 
professionals, aside from creating job networks in the 
field of photography and the visual arts  between Spain 
and Latin America. The forum travels to the Philippines 
for the first time.

 » El Ranchito: a 12-week artist-in-residence program 
between the organization 98B Collaboratory and 
Matadero Madrid, the reference of avant-garde culture 
in Spain.

6

Our Traffic Way of Life
 Photo by: Dowayo
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WE WANT YOU
TO BE PART 
OF US
More than just a sponsorship

You can make a difference by joining our great 
team of experts in cultural management in charge 
of the 2017 SPAIN arts & culture agenda. Be part 
of us and see how your company will immediately 
be associated with Spanish excellence in arts & 
culture. Artists, scientists and the general public 
attending our cultural activities will benefit from 
your support. We need you because we believe that 
your contribution will be essential in developing all 
our projects to their full potential.

¡Gracias!

A LONG  GATEWAY 
 

Sponsor one of our six fields – 500,000 php

Recognition in all activities of the sponsored area

A half-page advertisement in all SPAIN arts & culture brochures

A special corporate booth at the venues

Possibility of distributing corporate information in the events.

A SHORT GATEWAY 
 

One-activity-based sponsorship - Up to 250,000 php

Recognition in the sponsored activities 

A quarter-page advertisement in one SPAIN arts & culture brochures

Possibility of distributing corporate information in the events.

Gold Sponsor Silver Sponsor

ONE YEAR JOURNEY 
 

Annual sponsorship – 1,000,000 php

Permanent recognition in all 2017 cultural activities

A full-page advertisement in all SPAIN arts & culture brochures

Logo presence on our website with a hotlink to your 
organization’s website

A special corporate booth in the exhibitions

Availability of the Official Residence of the Embassy for social 
and corporate receptions

Opportunity to distribute corporate information in the events.

 Platinum Sponsor

Día del Libro 2016
Photo by: Instituto Cervantes



THEY DID IT  
BEFORE
Our fellow sponsors in 2016

GET IN TOUCH 
WITH US
Instituto Cervantes de Manila

Ayala Tower I 
Ayala Triangle, Ayala Avenue 
Makati 1200, Philippines
Tel.: 63 2 526 14 82 
Fax.: 63 2 886 89 31
E-mail: secmni@cervantes.es

We made it!
This brochure has been conceived to be distributed 
among a limited number of possible sponsors of the 
Spanish Cultural Program in the Philippines. The 
program is tentative and subject to changes.

Editing
Embassy of Spain in the Philippines

Design 
Iñigo Cerdán

Translation
Pamela Bigornia

All the photos included are copyrighted.

With the support of the Spanish Chamber of 
Commerce in the Philippines 
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